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Dear Sirs,

I am pleased to present you with the report on the actions undertaken by the Santander Bank Polska Foundation in 
2020. 

This was undoubtedly a difficult year for all of us. We faced an enemy that we hadn�t known before. This required a 
change of the work system and a creative approach to tasks we delivered: both business and social ones run by the 
Santander Bank Polska Foundation.

This year, in an attempt to meet the needs of Polish hospitals triggered by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, we decided 
to provide financial support to hospitals that are engaged in the combat against the virus. We launched the charity 
fundraiser �We Will Double Your Impact� that gathered over 15 thousand of participants. Its objective was to raise 
funds to buy medical equipment and protective gear necessary in the fight against the pandemic for 23 hospitals in 
Poland. At the beginning of the campaign, Santander Bank Polska Foundation joined its forces with Santander Bank 
Polska and we donated PLN 2 million. At every stage of the initiative, we matched every zloty donated. In the end, we 
managed to provide Polish hospitals with over PLN 5 million.

At the same time, we were thinking about children oncology hospitals. As part of the �Power to Help� (�poMOC jest w 
nas�) fundraiser, PLN 200 thousand was donated to 10 Polish pediatric oncology centres by the Foundation, the Bank 
and its 613 thousand of customers who made over three million BLIK transactions. The hospitals used the funds to 
purchase the necessary medical equipment used for everyday diagnostics of the youngest patients.�

2020 was another year when the Foundation got involved in initiatives aimed at protecting environment and climate 
by launching the grant programme �Eco-friendly Here I live, here I make ECO changes.� Within the programme, 68 
NGOs received subsidies for their environment-friendly actions. The programme has over 200 000 beneficiaries, 
whose actions contribute to improving the world around us. 

Also, in the school year 2020/2021, as many as 23 talented students received scholarships from the Foundation. We 
are really proud of them and happy that we can support their passion and talent.

The above actions were made possible thanks to the support of the growing number of volunteers (currently there are 
over 2 500 of them). In 2020, we organised 75 volunteering initiatives. I wish to thank all the volunteers, especially 
bearing in mind that 2020 saw the 35th anniversary of adopting the International Volunteer Day by the United Nations 
General Assembly.

Paraphrasing the words of the patron of our Foundation, Ignacy Jan Paderewski, good and stable results are achievable 
only thanks to continuous, everyday efforts. A real success... is conditioned by systematic work.
And this is everyday work of all the volunteers and employees that conditions the success of the Foundation. On behalf 
of the Board of the Foundation and my own, I want to thank you for your engagement and efforts.
 

Micha� Gajewski
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Micha� Gajewski
Chairman of the Board of the Foundation 
President of the Management Board of Santander Bank Polska S.A.
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Marzena Atkielska
President of the Foundation�s Management Board 

The beginning of 2020 came as a surprise to all of us Nobody thought that the Covid-19 pandemic would change our lives so 
dramatically...

Exactly. The pandemic surprised all of us. In February, together with our volunteers, we organized a charity campaign for children 
su�ering from cystic �brosis. During a one day-long workshop, volunteers created some useful items for a charity fund-raising 
campaign for the Polish Society for Fighting Cystic Fibrosis (Polskie Towarzystwo Walki z Mukowiscydoz�). For March, we have 
already prepared another campaign together with the Unum Foundation for the bene�ciaries of the Foundation for the Rescue of 
Children with Cancer (Fundacja Na Ratunek Dzieciom z Chorob� Nowotworow�) that was combined with the celebration of Women�s 
Day. Together with the students of the Cardinal Stefan Wyszy�ski University in Warsaw, we planned to sew heart-shaped pillows that 
support the rehabilitation of patients after mastectomy. 

Unfortunately, the campaigns never materialised. On March 16, 2020, the �rst lockdown due to the epidemic was announced in 

Poland, which turned all plans upside down...

As we know, after a momentary stop, when we first had to rearrange our life and work, the Foundation’s team already had 
some ideas how to act in the new reality...

It was even before we got used to the home-o�ce work that our volunteers had already known what to do. Hospitals, aid centres 
and orphanages were short of face masks... It started with one volunteer, and �nally over 100 people across the country sewed over 
13�000 face masks without leaving their homes.

And then there was �We Will Double Your Impact� organised together with Santander Bank Polska with over 13 thousand people 
involved. Thanks to the great heart of the bank�s customers and other donors, we supported 23 coronavirus hospitals all over Poland. 
Our next action was �Power to Help.� We supported 10 oncology centres for children all over Poland, helping the pupils to recover and 
go back to a normal, joyful life.

We listen to the needs and, according to our capabilities, try to help, motivating others to act. The support was especially important 
at that time.

The time of pandemic, remote learning and home closure was a difficult time for children and young people. The lack of 
contact with peers was even more conducive to the feeling of insecurity. It was a particularly difficult time for students who 
were preparing for their high-school final exams and had to choose where to continue their education. But even in this area, 
the Foundation came to the rescue.

Of course, bearing in mind that children and young people are a group that is especially important to us. The high school graduates 
were in a di�cult position. After a period of happy proms, they were locked in their homes, not even knowing the exact date of their 
�nal exams. During the hottest period for them, they were learning remotely. And there came the idea for Korki.TV., an educational 
programme for high school graduates. The programme was prepared by Metro TV, and we supported its implementation. Korki.TV 
have been appreciated and awarded with a prestigious �Tytanowe Oko� award. 

In addition, in liaison with Santander Universidades, as part of cooperation with selected universities from all over the country, we 
prepared a guide for high school graduates, presenting various �elds of study and related opportunities.

The Foundation also thought about teachers and younger students. In 2020, together with UNICEF Polska, the Foundation 
launched a project aimed at teachers...

Yes, this project is an innovative proposition for teachers working with students from the 4th grade of primary school. Young people 
often have amazing ideas for social activities but they just lack space and resources to implement them. We provided the tool 
recognizing this potential.

TO(dzia�a)MY! is a very special project. It provided opportunities for young people to act in the areas of ecology, health and sport, as 
well as education and entertainment. First, students, under the supervision of teachers, prepared projects, and then they could apply 
for funding under the Foundation�s grant competition. Most of them concerned ecology. It proves young people are sensitive and they 
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care about the environment. Out of the submitted projects, the jury selected 30, which received support in the amount of PLN 2 000. 
Despite the di�cult situation and remote schooling, over 730 institutions from all over Poland joined these activities.

This was also the third time when we invited students to our scholarship programme. They are all very special young people. We have 
been following their development and we are happy with each success.

In line with our mission, we think about the future and therefore we invest in young and ambitious people who want to develop but 
also want to change the world for the better through their actions. And we�re there for them to help.

Volunteers could not be as active as in the past due to the situation in the country, and yet the red T-shirts with a beating heart 
– the hallmark of the Foundation’s volunteers – have not disappeared...

Nothing will stop our volunteers from doing good, we have only adapted our activities to the new situation. A good example of this is 
the �Northern Helps� charity run organized together with the Northern Macroregion of Santander Bank Polska, which this time took 
place in a virtual formula. 1855 people took part in it, and they traveled the 7.1 km-long route running, cycling, on horseback, roller 
blading, on roller skates or scooters. During the campaign, we managed to collect over PLN 63 000, which we donated to the Fr. E. 
Dutkiewicz Hospice in Gda�sk. A big event ending the year was the Christmas Tree Campaign, supporting care and education centres 
all over Poland. Volunteers donated decorated Christmas trees to selected institutions and together they created Christmas tree 
decorations, bought gifts for the pupils or organized entrepreneurship lessons with Santa Claus.

These are just two examples but there were many more of these actions. Our help was available to seniors, children, disabled people, 
young people - children from orphanages who needed support when entering the labour market.

Ecology is a particularly important issue for the Foundation. Eco-friendly activities should be part of our lifestyle. To support 
this trend, the Foundation for the first time announced a new “ECO-FRIENDLY. Here I live, here I make changes” grant programme. 

Eco-friendly lifestyle and actions should become a habit of each of us. Organizations operating in local communities have an important 
role to play here. To support them, we have given a new ecological pro�le to the grant programme �Here I live, here I make changes,� 
which has been in place for several years.

And it was a huge success. Over 800 applications were submitted in the �rst �rst edition. We were impressed with the ingenuity of the 
applying organizations. Thanks to our support, rain gardens, pocket parks, ecological murals and green public transport stops were 
created. We want the space around us to encourage relaxation and we make e�orts to see more and more green places. We know 
that we have a real in�uence on our planet and we motivate others to act together for its good.

What activities does the Foundation undertake in 2021?

In our activity, we choose areas that are in line with our mission and contribute to a real change. The most important thing is that 
thanks our projects someone�s life improves, new opportunities for further development are created, and local communities are 
activated to improve the quality of life in their village, town or neighbourhood.

Among the projects we will carry out in  2021 there are three grant competitions, the scholarship programme, as well as some new, 
friendly spaces for children in hospitals and orphanages in the Klub P�omyka project. We also want to help children�s and adolescent 
psychiatry departments. We have just �nished the �We Will Double Your Impact� fundraiser organized together with Santander Bank 
Polska Group, from which the entire income, together with additional money donated by the bank, will support the above-mentioned 
goal. Our volunteers still continue sending us their ideas for more activities. We have a lot of plans and we are eager to deliver 
new challenges. We are glad that our programmes and projects can support local communities, eco-friendly and health-promoting 
activities, support gifted students and help medical institutions. 

I would like to thank the Foundation Board, employees, volunteers, and all organizations cooperating with us, for their commitment 
and support. Your help is irreplaceable.

And in a year�s time we will be celebrating our 25th anniversary...

It is with great joy that I invite you to read the Santander Foundation report. 
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Foundation Management Board:

Foundation Board:

Marzena Atkielska
President of the Foundation�s Management Board

The Foundation Authorities

Micha� Gajewski
Chairman of the Board

Cezary Sze�er
Member of the Board

Teresa Notz
Deputy Chairman of the Board

Maria Wla�lak
Member of the Board

Wojciech Kostecki
Member of the Board

Dorota �o��dkiewicz
Member of the Board

Artur Sikora
Member of the Board
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The Foundation Team

The Foundation team: �ukasz Zembko, Magdalena Szewczyk, Marzena Atkielska, Jolanta Deneka-Kapkowska, Wioletta Obuchowska.
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�The main stimulus that has guided me all my life and continues to drive me is love.
Love is a noble and constructive feeling. We lend a hand to those who suffer because of it or we defend 
the matters that matter to us.� 

I.J. Paderewski �My�li o Polsce i Polonii� (�Thoughts about Poland and the Polish Diaspora�)

A world-famous pianist 
and composer

Philanthropist

Outstanding politician 
and statesman

Polyglot and orator

Patron of art and architecture

Ignacy Jan Paderewski 
Author: Ireneusz Vowie
Picture of the collection of Santander Foundation

Foundation’s patron
Ignacy Jan Paderewski (1860 – 1941)





Help during the 
Covid-19 pandemic









Grant 
programmes
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The number of grants awarded, broken down by voivodeships

Total number of grants: 68

dolno�l�skie		  5
kujawsko-pomorskie		  2
lubelskie			   4
lubuskie			   3
�ódzkie			   4
ma�opolskie		  4
mazowieckie		  9
opolskie			   3

podkarpackie		  6
podlaskie			   5
pomorskie			   1
�l�skie			   3
�wi�tokrzyskie		  3
warmi�sko-mazurskie		  2
wielkopolskie		  11
zachodniopomorskie		  3

Marta Pacak
Deputy Director of the Municipal Culture Centre

Our �Little Garden� is a place where the inhabitants of Gniezno can relax in the fresh air. The Old Town Hall is a branch 
of the Municipal Culture Centre and it is there, in the heart of the old town, among beautiful old tenement houses with 
little greenery, where the �Little Garden� is located. The garden is a combination of ecology and therapeutic function. 
In the garden, we organize workshops: each time different, very interesting and popular, especially among the 
youngest plant lovers. For us, the creators of culture, it was an innovative project combining sensorics with ecology, 
which turned out to be a success.�







Volunteering 
As You Want It
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Educational volunteering

Number of volunteers of the Foundation involved: 202
Number of completed lessons: 147
Number of bene�ciaries: 3 675 students

This is a form of a competency volunteering which is about sharing knowledge on business and �nance. It is based on 
materials prepared by the Bank for lessons on business. These are also other initiatives aimed at improving knowledge on 
economy especially among children, youths and senior citizens. 

BAKCYL: Bankers for Financial Education of the Youth

BAKCYL is a Poland-wide educational project organised by the Warsaw Institute 
of Banking.It involves participants from the entire banking sector. The project 
is aimed at educating students from the last grade of primary and secondary 
schools. Santander Bank Polska is de�nitely the leader among all the banks 
involved.

The project covers lessons with presentations on four topics: �Your money,� �Borrow carefully,� �Smart investing,� and 
�Finances for life.� A cycle of four lessons covers comprehensive information about the world of �nance for a youngster who 
is just starting their adult life.

When the schools were closed due to the pandemic, preparations to running online classes started. After training for 
volunteers and adjusting the class scenarios to webinars, the lesson programme was launched mid-April. Cybersecurity 
class was a pilot one.
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In 2020, due to the pandemic, the Foundation also changed the 
formula of Children�s Day. On this special day, the children travelled 
with Gulliver to the land of the Liliputians and into the world of 
magic with the illusionist Maciej, without leaving their homes. They 
discovered that the alphabet can be enchanted and they drew animals 
and their dreams together with Agatka, and Patrycja, a specialist in 
creative workshops, showed them that co�ee is not only for drinking. 

Children�s Day events were made available on June 1, 2020 on 
fanpages of the Santander Foundation and Santander Bank Polska. 

Children’s Day with the 
Santander Foundation
1 June 2020, online

In 2020, due to the pandemic circumstances, the Santander Foundation Gala was held online for the �rst time in history. 
During the meeting, we presented projects implemented in 2020. We presented our best volunteers and 10 awarded 
employee volunteering actions. The participants of the Gala chose the best volunteering campaign and awarded the 
audience prize. Three scholarship holders presented their musical, vocal and literary talents. We also presented projects 
implemented under our new �Eco friendly. Here I live, here I make changes� grant programme, as well as the activities of 
the Foundation to combat the Covid-19 pandemic.

2020 online Foundation’s Gala
9 December 2020 

Children’s Day – Illusion show
Watch the video:

2020 online Foundation’s Gala
Watch the video:
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INCOME STATEMENT 
for the period from 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020

„FUNDACJA Santander Bank Polska S.A.”, al. Jana Pawła II 17, 00-854 Warszawa, NIP 897-16-35-900

2019 2020

0 1 2

A. Revenue from statutory operations PLN 5 487 128.57 PLN 7 458 170.51  

I. Revenues from unpaid public bene�t activity PLN 5 487 128.57 PLN 7 458 170.51 

II. Revenues from paid public bene�t activity

II. Revenues from paid public bene�t activity

B. costs of the statutory activity PLN 4 847 813.98 PLN 6 501 940.02 

I. Costs of unpaid public bene�t activity PLN 4 847 813.98 PLN 6 501 940.02 

II. Costs of paid public bene�t activity

III. Costs of other statutory activity

C. Statutory profit (loss) (A-B) PLN 639 314.59   PLN 956 230.49  

D. Revenues from operating activity

E. Costs of operating activity

F. Profit (loss) from operating activity (D-E)

G. Costs of general management PLN 901 136.20 PLN 893 427.96  

H. Profit (loss) from operating activity (C+F-G) - PLN 261 821.61 PLN 62 802.53 

I. Other operating income -  PLN -  PLN

J. Other operating costs PLN 8.33 PLN 465.62  

K. Financial revenue PLN 19 493.87 PLN 662.06 

L. Financial costs PLN 131.05 - PLN

M. Gross profit (loss) (H+I-J+K-L) - PLN 242 467.12  PLN 62 998.97  

N. Income Tax PLN 2 - PLN

O. Net profit (loss) (M-N) - PLN 242 469.12 PLN 62 998.97 

Financial Statements










